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Not sure which debts you owe? Perhaps you want to check and
make sure no one has opened up credit lines under your name
or stolen your identity?

In under 20 minutes, you can get a pretty good (and free!)
snapshot of which debts you owe and to whom.

Through AnnualCreditReport.com, you are legally able to order
your credit reports from the three largest credit reporting bureaus
(TransUnion, Equifax, and Experian) every 12 months.

These reports will not include your credit score, nor will they
include the interest rate you are paying. However, they will
include a way to contact the creditor to request this information,
and may even include your minimum payment due.

Other reasons why would you want to do this? There are several.

For one, information on this report is used by FICO to compute
your credit score. So you want to make sure the information is
correct!

Another reason is you want to monitor the accounts under your
name. What if your identity was stolen and you didn't even
know it?
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And finally, this can be a convenient way to figure out what
debts you owe to whom, as most of them will show up on your
credit report. While most major lenders and creditors report your
loans and payments to at least one of the credit reporting
agencies, there is no legal requirement to do so.

Therefore, it is possible to owe a debt that does not appear on
any of your credit reports (especially debts from places like
medical providers, payday loan companies, smaller credit
companies, and biz debt that is in the business' name--though if
you have defaulted, it will likely show up on your personal
report).

Deciding How Many Reports To Order

Since you can only order your credit reports for free once a year,
in order to effectively monitor your identity/credit, you should
stagger when you order a report (most, but not all, of the
information will be the same on each report).

However, for the purposes of figuring out what you owe to
whom, you might want to order them all in one fell swoop to
begin with.
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Let's Get Started:

In order to access each of your three reports, you'll need to input
some information into AnnualCreditReport.com.

Go to AnnualCreditReport.com.

Click the “Request yours now!” button in the top header.

Scroll down and click the red "Request your credit reports"
button.
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Fill out the form.
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Request the reports you wish to receive and click “Next”:

You will now be taken through a series of screens for each of the
reports you have chosen to receive (I chose to receive all three).

Note: the order of your screens may be different from what I was
shown. Use the Table of Contents to get the right page number
for where you are. Add a little bit of body text



Accessing Your Credit Report:
TransUnion
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Here is what the TransUnion screen looks like:

In order to get your TransUnion report, you must complete
the identity verification process (this will include multiple choice
questions from your credit report). You can also do this by phone
or mail if you are uncomfortable with doing this over the computer.
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The questions I received were:

• Identifying one of my previous phone numbers
• Identifying the county I lived in in 2006
• Identifying the original loan amount (range) on our most recent
mortgage

I passed (hurrah!), so the next screen actually shows me the
credit report. On this screen you can also “Display a printer-
friendly version”, and click a button to “Initiate a Dispute” should
you find something incorrect on your report.

Note: there was also a link to click to get my credit score. This is
not something that I want, as not only would I need to pay for it but
it has nothing to do with finding my debts.



TDM 3.0, Quick-Start Guide | Frugal Confessions, LLC 9

There is a warning: “We recommend that you print this page.
Closing this window will eject you from the free credit report
request process and you will be unable to return for a year." So
printing or saving this document is very important.

When you are finished printing or saving your report, click on the
tab at the top, “Get your next report or finish.”

Click “Yes, I want to return to AnnualCreditReport.com now”
to work on your next free credit report.

Click on “Get your next credit report”.



Accessing Your Credit Report:
Equifax
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On the Equifax screen, click “Click to Continue” after
verifying that the correct last four digits of your SSN are on
display.

Next you will be asked a series of verification questions just
like on the TransUnion website.
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The questions I received were (with multiple choice answers):

• Your credit file indicates you may have a mortgage loan,
opened in or around April 2012. Who is the credit provider for this
account?
• What is your total scheduled monthly payment for the above-
referenced mortgage?
• Your credit file indicates you may have an auto loan/lease,
opened in or around July 2008. Who is the credit provider for this
account?
• Your credit file indicates you may have had a student loan,
closed on or around October 2010. Who was the credit provider
for this account?

I answered one question incorrectly, and so this is the screen I
got:
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Because I answered something incorrectly, if I want to get my
credit report from Equifax, then I will need to send an official
request by mail.

Moving on, I scrolled down on this page and clicked the
button, “return to annualcreditreport.com”.

Next up, I clicked on “Get your next credit report”.



Accessing Your Credit Report:
Experian
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On the Experian screen I filled in the last four digits of my
SSN and clicked “Submit”.  

On the next screen, I clicked, “Annual Credit Report”.
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Here is the order summary page:

  I clicked, “Submit”.
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The next screen took me through a series of verification
questions, just like the previous two credit bureau websites.

The questions I received were (all multiple choice):

• Please select the city that you have previously resided in.

• Which of the following is a license plate number that is
associated with an automobile registered in your name? If there
is not a matched license plate, please select 'NONE OF THE
ABOVE'.

• According to our records, you currently own/lease, or have
owned/leased within the past year, one of the following vehicles.
Please select the vehicle that you purchased or leased prior to
August 2013 from the following choices.

• According to your credit profile, you may have opened a
mortgage loan in or around April 2012. Please select the lender
to whom you currently make your mortgage payments. If you do
not have a mortgage, select 'NONE OF THE ABOVE/DOES
NOT APPLY'.

After answering these questions correctly (hurrah, again!), here
is the screen I saw:
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From this screen I can print my report, look at my report, and
also dispute an item if need be.

When finished, click the tab at the top labeled, “Get your
next report or finish”.

This is the last screen I saw:
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